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Dear  
 
Official Information Act Request for – NOS Data 
 
I write in response to your Official Information Act request received by us 16th March 2021, you 
requested the following information: 

 
I am investigating a story about the rise in the use of nitrous oxide, also known as NOS, 
whippets, nangs and laughing gas.  Can you please provide the following information 
available under the Official Information Act: 

1. The number of people per month over the last 12 months who have been seen in 
your emergency department in relation to the use of nitrous oxide. 

2. The number of people per month over the last 12 months who have been admitted 
to hospital as a result of the use of nitrous oxide. 

3. The age of people per month over the last 12 months who have been seen in your 
emergency department in relation to the use of nitrous oxide. 

4. The gender of the people per month over the last 12 months who have been seen in 
your emergency department in relation to the use of nitrous oxide. 

5. The ethnicity of people per month over the last 12 months who have been seen in 
your emergency department in relation to the use of nitrous oxide. 

 

You contacted us on the 17th March 2021 and added to your request as follows: 
I'd like to alter my request from the last 12 months to the last two years please. 

 

Counties Manukau Health Response: 
For context Counties Manukau Health (CM Health) employs over 8,500 staff and provides health and 
support services to people living in the Counties Manukau region (approx. 601,490 people). We see over 
118,000 people in our Emergency Department each year, and over 2,000 visitors come through 
Middlemore Hospital daily. 
 
Our services are delivered via hospital, outpatient, ambulatory and community-based models of care. 
We provide regional and supra-regional specialist services i.e. for orthopaedics, plastics, burns and spinal 
services.  There are also several specialist services provided including tertiary surgical services, medical 
services, mental health and addiction services. 








